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certain lady's hands for annuities, if the Parliament goes on
witti them, and she likes it1

I will teach you a way to outwit Mrs. Johnson: It is a
new-fashioned way of being witty, and they call it a bite?
You must ask a bantering question, or tell some damned
lie in a serious manner, and then she will answer or speak
as if you were in earnest; and then cry you, " Madam,
there's a bite'' I would not have you undervalue this, for
it is the constant amusement in Court, and everywhere
else among the great people; and I let you know it, in
order to have it obtain among you, and teach a new refine-
ment.

XVI. \_Hawkeswortk and Sheridan^\

SWIFT TO THE REV. WILLIAM TISDALL

London, February 3, 1703-4.

I AM content you should judge the order of friendship
you are in with me by my writing to you, and accordingly
you will find yourself the first after the ladies;3 for I never
write to any other, either friend or relation, till long after.
I cannot imagine what paragraph you mean in my former,
that was calculated for Lord Primate; or how you could
show it him without being afraid he might expect to see
the rest4 But I will take better methods another time, and
you shall never, while you live, receive a syllable from me
fit to be shown a Lord Primate, unless it be yourself.

1  Two years previously Stella had come to live in Ireland with her
friend Rebecca Dingley.   The lease referred to had doubtless con-
nection with the property bequeathed to her by Sir William Temple
in these words: " I leave a lease of some lands I have in Morristown
in the county of Wicklow in Ireland to Esther Johnson servant to my
sister Giffard." It is Lady GifTard to whom Swift alludes tinder the
designation of " a certain lady."

2  A form of practical joking that the Oxford English Dictionary
says would now be called in popular phraseology " a sell."

3  It would appear from this reference that Swift had begun before
that time the practice of addressing his letters to both Stella and her
companion after the manner of the Journal to Stella.

4  The preceding" letter was certainly written in a style little fitted to
accord with the mind of a man like Primate Marsh (supra, p. 13, n. <z\
and Swift might well resent TisdalPs indiscretion.e," 3rd edition, p. 79), who think the
